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mere valet to so many other pompous intellects, had
proposed to him to " draw up an account of the
animals of Selborne/' Gilbert White put the
fascinating notion from him. Cf It is no small
undertaking/' he replied, " for a man unsupported
and alone to begin a natural history from his own
autopsia/' Pennant seems to have joined in the
suggestion of Barrington, for White says (in a letter,
dated July 19, 1771, which did not see the light for
more than a century after it was written) ;

" As to any publication in this way of my own,
I look upon it with great diffidence, finding that I
ought to have begun it twenty years ago ; but if
I was to attempt anything, it should be something
of a Nat; history of my native parish, an Annus
historico-naturalis, comprising a journal of one whole
year, and illustrated with large notes and observa-
tions. Such a beginning might induce more able
naturalists to write the history of various districts,
and might in time occasion the production of a work
so much to be wished for, a full and compleat nat:
history of these kingdoms/1

Three years later he was still thinking of doing
something, but putting off the hour of action* In
1776 he was suddenly spurred to decide by the cir-
cumstance that Barrington had written to propose
a joint work on natural history. " If I publish at
all/' said Gilbert White to his nephew, " I shall come
forth by myself/' In 1780 he is still unready:
" Were it not for want of a good amanuensis, I think
I should make more progress/1 He was now sixty
years of age. Eight years later he was preparing
the Index, and at last, in the autumn of 1789, the